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3 [MULTI]. which we also do. When I started at [English
professor] Bobby Flay, he was 2.5 years older than me. If
you didn’t know better, you’d think that he was the older

one, so I had a lot to learn. When I first came to the
company, I used to say, “I’ve lived this. I’m so old.” He

said to me, “I’m not older than you, I just know more.” He
has a wider range of experiences than I do and I think that
that’s what makes him a great executive chef, because he
knows a lot more than I do about different cuisines and

different regions of the world. Paley: Your specialities are
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French and Southern California cuisines. How did you
decide on one kind of food rather than another? Candarci:

My mom is from Mexico. She started working in New
York as a pastry chef when she was just 18, and she’s the

reason that I’m a pastry chef, because we didn’t have
anything else. When I moved from Mexico to the States,
there was no Mexican food in New York. I had to make

do with what they had. Then, when I went to culinary
school, I learned that there were so many great chefs in
Mexico, so I learned to cook that way. My early career

was all about knowing the Latin American cuisines.
Maisel: It was all about craft. Even as an intern, I wanted
to be the best at what I did. It’s about creating something
that you haven’t seen before and making a point. Even

though the restaurant has all of these flavors, you’re
getting a new idea and you’re not just making the same

thing. It’s about letting your imagination take you to
places that you’ve never
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